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THEY CAME IN AS CIVILIANS IN FEBRUARY AND LEFT AS COURT OFFICERS IN JUNE.

Recruits Janelle Graham, Leslie Polanco, Joseph Passburg, l2ft to right in front row and Nicolette Espinal and
Jack Guardine start their first day of training at the new academy on 5t. John's Place in Brooklyn on Feb. 21.
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hief Administrative Judge Lawrence Marks adminis-

tered the cath of office to 222 recruits at the Christian
Community Center in Flatlands, Brooklyn in June and the
officers will scon be heading to courthouses through-
out New York City, Nassau, Suffolk and the Ninth Judicial
Diistrict.

Besides being the inaugural class at the new “New York
State Unified Court System Captain William Thompson,
Sgt. Thomas Jurgens, 5et. Mitchel Wallace Court Officers
Academy” in Crown Heights, this class was the largest
ever and the first class downstate since 2017,

Their training consisted of daily classroom instruc-
tion, defensive tactics, physical training and role playing
where they utilize classroom skills in controlled, realife
BCETIATIHS.

Court officer recruits took classes in criminal and
constitutional law, tactical communication and defensive
tactics, as well as receiving driver and firearms training.

The 177 men and 45 women in the class leamed basic
life support, CPR and how to administer Narcan for over-
dose victims, skills that Chief of Training Joseph Bac-
cellieri, Jr. called “the most important skills needed to
sustain life until medics arrive.”

But beyond the classroom instruction, Baccellier noted
in his speech that service to others is the most important
part of their training and their job.

“When we go out and do our job, every decision we
make is for the benefit of the people we serve and to assure
that the court environment is safe and impartial for the
administration of justice,” Baccellieri told the graduates
and their families.

Travis Hinds works on a firearms simulator More than 200 Mew York State Court officers were sworn in by Judge Lawrence Marks during a ceremony held on June 12 in Brooklyn.
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